
Donald b. smith government campus 

110 old route 6, bldg. #3 

Carmel NY 10512 

Monday—Friday 9-5 

Call for appointment either location 

845-808-1620 

Tuesday evenings 5-8PM 

2505 Carmel ave. (rt 6) Suite 212 

Brewster, NY 10509 

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, deputy director 

An E-Mail situation report (SITREP) of the Putnam  

County veterans service agency 

  

Volume 9, Issue 10 

My mem-
bership in 
the Veter-
ans Of 
Foreign 
Wars be-
gan in 
1988.  
Every 
year since 
then I 
have at-
tended the 
Loyalty 

Day Jamboree.  That is 30 years 
ago .  30 years.  In Putnam we 
hold it on the closest Sunday to 
May 1st. 
 What is Loyalty Day?  A 
question that I have been asked 
and answered many times.  It 
would be easy to go to the inter-
net and cut and paste the history 
of Loyalty Day.  However it has 
long been my feeling that Loyalty 
Day cannot be explained by the 
historians tools.  There has been 
almost a writers block regarding 
what to say about Loyalty Day. 
Then today April 2, 2019 while I 
was thinking about what to write I 
received an e-mail from a friend.  
Jane Reape from upstate New 
York is a  VFW friend.  She is on 
the path to be the VFW Auxiliary 
National President.  Jane is also 
known far and wide for her culi-
nary skills. This multi talented 
lady sent me an ad for the VFW 
Service Officers Journal (a VFW 
State fundraising project that I 
chair) with the following quote in 
the ad: 

 

 

We can’t all be heroes because 
somebody has to sit on the curb and 

applaud when they go by” 
Will Rogers 

 
What in incredibly poignant quote.  At many 
events Veterans and military march by cheering 
members of the public.  Most of those  sitting on 
the curb have not served.  Here is what Loyalty 
Day really is it is the opportunity for all of us to 
be on the “curb” cheering for America.  What 
ever the history or the family tree that went into 
the DNA of Loyalty Day matters little.  What 
matters is that there is a Loyalty Day to give 
each of us the opportunity to be on the curb and 
cheer as America goes by.  To do less is not an 
option.  Please join the VFW, Veterans, Family 
members and citizens of this great county to  
applaud America on April 28, 2019.  
     Karl  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Jamboree 
Putnam County Veteran’s  Memorial Park 

Gypsy Trail Road Carmel , NY 

Admission FREE 
Sunday, April 28, 2019 11 AM - 4 PM 

Parade & Ceremony at 11:45 AM 

D.J. Music & Refreshments Served 
Putnam County Tug of War Championship 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Games for Children Games for Adults 

 

 

Bring the family And 

Enjoy celebrating Loyalty Day With  

VETERANS 

Event sponsored by 

Putnam county council Veterans of Foreign wars 
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A few days ago County Executive MaryEllen 

Odell sent me an article about the death of 

the last member of the Doolittle Raiders who 

had just passed.  Around the same time Jen 

Cassidy of the County Historians office sent 

me a copy of an article about Putnam County 

women in WW II.  Often we get caught up in 

issues and perceived grievances. We forget 

the very people who kept us safe.  Look at 

you history and enjoy what we really have.  

(Please see next page.) 

 

   Karl 



Volume 9, Issue 10 

Page 4 



Page 5 Volume 9, Issue 10 


